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NE PLUS ULTRA: BLACKPOOL’S THEATRICAL INNER SANCTUM OF UNCOMPROMISING ARTISTIC STANDARDS 

MIRROR BALLS AND HANDBAGS

GIRLS’ NIGHT
YOUR FAVOURITE DANCEFLOOR ANTHEMS

TOP INTERNATIONAL EPIC OPERA

TOSCA & AIDA
MAKE WAY FOR NODDY AND FRIENDS

TOYTOWN IN TURMOIL
THE GOBLINS ARE AT IT AGAIN

THE SONG AND DANCE EXTRAVAGANZA

STARRING PAUL NICHOLAS

42ND STREET
KEEP YOUNG AND BEAUTIFUL

GO GO GO

JOSEPH 
AND THE AMAZING 

TECHNICOLOR DREAMCOAT

NATIONAL THEATRE OF SCOTLAND
JOHN BYRNE’S LEGENDARY MUSICAL COMEDY

TUTTI FRUTTI
BIG CAST, BIG PRODUCTION, LOTS OF
LAUGHS, DRAMA AND GREAT MUSIC

A BELTER!BLACKPOOL’S YOUTHFUL SWINGER!

PETER GRANT

THE FYLDE’S FAVOURITE FAKIR!
DERREN BROWN

TRICKS OF THE MIND

AMANDA ROOCROFT STARS IN
VERDI’S REQUIEM 

FOR THE CENTENARY OF
LYTHAM ST ANNES CHORAL SOCIETY

SOIREE FANTASTIQUE
ONE NIGHT IN VEGAS

A VISION OF BLACKPOOL’S FUTURE!

★

★ ★

★
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THE GRAND THEATRE IS GRATEFUL TO BLACKPOOL COUNCIL FOR INCREASED FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

The Grand Theatre is owned by the 

community of Blackpool through 

Blackpool Grand Theatre Trust Limited,

a non-profit distributing company limited by guarantee

and registered as a charity.

Registered in England and Wales No 1323495 

Charity No 506601

The Grand Theatre is operated by 

Blackpool Grand Theatre (Arts & Entertainments) Limited,

a non-profit distributing company limited by 

guarantee and registered as a charity.

Registered in England and Wales No 2825229 

Charity No 1022754

Data Protection
The Grand Theatre is registered with the Data Protection

registrar. We ask informed consent of your details for marketing,
fundraising and development purposes. Please be assured, all

details captured are for our own use and not shared, rented or sold
to other parties. If you wish to see your details or would like them

removed from the database, please write to the 
Marketing Department, Grand Theatre,

33 Church Street, FY1 1HT.

Lawrence 
House Trust

We are grateful to the following companies and organisations for their support of our programme and learning activities:

A display of Blackpool tourism and entertainment is exhibited at the Grundy Art Gallery, Queen Street, Blackpool
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One of the great advantages of operating an

historic theatre like the Frank Matcham-

designed Blackpool Grand is that so many

people in Lancashire and the North West

have a strong personal connection with the

building. It is intriguing to see how the

community is involved and defines us

within their world. I have been surprised at

the number of theatregoers who come into

the vestibule saying ‘I can remember seeing

my first live show here in the 1960s’, or ‘I

saw such good musicals at the Grand in the

1980s’. Many people even tell me they had 

their first kiss in the Gallery! This creates a

strong sense of ownership: a love affair with

the ‘Glorious Grand’.

Whether members of Blackpool Operatic

Players (Thoroughly Modern Millie, April),

Blackpool and Fylde Light Opera Company

(Copacabana, June), Blackpool and The

Fylde College performing arts students

(Spotlight Revue, June) – or amongst

thousands of theatregoers, there is bedrock

support and enthusiasm for the Grand

Theatre, and the opportunity for 

GRAND THEATRE, NATIONAL THEATRE OF VARIETY

A KISS IN THE GODS!

every sentimental performer, Friend of the

Grand or patron to be an enthusiastic word-

of-mouth ambassador for our productions.

At the same time, this personal connection

often translates to strong feelings and

opinions about the building and the choice

of shows, such that we run the risk of

alienating supporters if you disagree with our

programming. Thus, I have listened carefully

to your requests and, in so far as possible, my

prime response has been to secure more top

musicals. After all, twenty musicals opened

in London last year, many of them booked

solid. Hence, the Grand offers productions

of Girls’ Night, 42nd Street, Joseph and the

Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, Blood

Brothers and The Rocky Horror Show. Plus,

from the new National Theatre of Scotland,

Tutti Frutti – Blackpool being the sole

England date following sold-out seasons in

Aberdeen, Glasgow and Edinburgh.

In June, we will be going dark for five weeks

in order to reseat and re-carpet the entire

theatre. The very act of investing private

donations in this £550,000 renovation

project is a symbol of Blackpool’s

determination to improve the resort’s town

centre. Our fundraising continues. This

process is a healthy one, bringing the old

into the new. This is bringing out and

engaging a cross-section of Friends and

friends, benefactors, trusts and foundations

who are working together for the common

good. The Grand Theatre will soon be the

most comfortable heritage theatre in

England, shining brighter than ever. You can

be sure that we will work hard to maximise

the benefits with a succession of top quality

attractions of every form, style and genre,

resuming with the premiere of the new

musical Babewatch and the opening of a

national touring production of Rodgers and

Hammerstein’s fabulous South Pacific.

We are pleased to continue the proud

tradition of live theatre in Britain’s premier

seaside resort, and look forward to your

support for many of the entertaining shows

in 2007.

PAUL ILES, Manager    
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Wednesday 21 to Saturday 
24 February at 8.00pm

Grand Theatre Academy

Billy Liar    
A comedy by Willis Hall and Keith

Waterhouse (1963) 

Billy

Fisher, a

working

class lad,

lives a

dreary

life, but

escapes

by living in a dream world. His lack

of attention causes inaccuracies in

his work, leading him to lie. As his

errors and lies start to pile up he

feels he has to get away. A modern

classic.

All Seats: £6.00

Tuesday 6 March at 8.00pm

Scottish
Dance Theatre
Angels of Incidence and Luxuria

Contemporary dance returns by popular

demand. Adam Benjamin, award-winning

choreographer, expands the cast to include four

disabled performers. Angels of Incidence opens us

up to a world of unheralded encounters, where

the impact of a meeting changes the direction

of our lives. Scottish Dance Theatre also

perform their signature piece, Liv Lorent’s

Luxuria, a sensual work 

tinged with sadness 

and an unashamed 

sense of the romantic.

All seats: £9.00 (£7.00) 

Students: £5.00

Groups 12+:

All seats £5.00

Adapted by David Wood

Danny lives in a caravan with his Dad, the

most marvellous Dad any boy ever had.

But his father has a secret! When night

comes, he poaches pheasants from Hazell’s

Wednesday 7 March at 7.30pm

The Big Ballet
A comedy ballet of weighty elegance and

adorable humour. Each of the sixteen

dancers in the corps de ballet weighs 220

pounds or more, and has one goal: not to

lose a single pound. Deliberately

challenging accepted social standards,

they imposingly prove that grace,

charisma and nimbleness is not the

preserve of the ‘thin’.

Seats from only £12.50

Saturday 10 March at 7.00pm

The Ken Dodd
Happiness Show
Professor Chucklebutty returns with his

‘miracle cure’ of laughter. Please note new

curtain up time;

an extra half hour 

of happiness?

Seats from 

only £10.50

YOUR LAST CHANCE TO BOOK FOR THESE POPULAR SHOWS!

Wood. Mr Hazell, the biggest landowner in

the district, wants to evict them both and

the battle is quickly on to save their home.

Adults: £11.00 Children: £9.00

Schools (all performances):All seats £6.50

Family of 3: £24.00 Family of 4: £32.00

Tuesday 27 February to Saturday 3 March
Tuesday at 1.30pm & 7.00pm
Wednesday and Thursday at 10.30am & 1.30pm
Friday at 10.30 am & 7.00pm
Saturday at 11.00am & 5.00pm

Roald Dahl’s

Danny the Champion of the World
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From the pen of Louise Roche, writer of

Where the Heart Is, this touching and

brilliantly funny musical comedy follows

five friends as they relive their past on an

hilarious karaoke night out… and you’ll

recognise every character! Carol was born

to party, Anita tells it like it is, Liza has

‘issues’ and Kate is boring but very handy

for driving! 

Bursting with energy and packed with

every girlie anthem you can think of,

including Young Hearts Run Free, I’m Every

Woman, I Am What I Am, I Will Survive, It’s

Raining Men, Dancing Queen, We Are

Family and many more, Girls Night is an

unmissable slice of sizzling entertainment

for anyone who really knows how to have

fun! 

Shobna Gulati (Coronation Street, Anita in

Dinnerladies) and Shana Swash (Demi

Miller in EastEnders) head the hugely-

talented cast. You know you don’t need an

excuse for a good time… so grab your

sisters, your girlfriends and your workmates

and prepare to laugh, cry, and dance in the

aisles like never before! 

‘A laugh out loud musical comedy.’
Derry Journal

‘A feel good hit if ever there was one.’
The Stage

‘A real scream.’
Belfast Telegraph

‘Sheer brilliant writing.’
Mid-Devon Advertiser

‘A must see for women everywhere.’
Buckingham Advertiser

‘The heartbeat of the play is that very
British thing of living in the past, and the
need to live a lie.’
Yorkshire Evening Press

Mon Eve Tues - Thurs Eves Fri 5.30pm Fri & Sat 8.30pm
& Sat 5.30pm

Dress Circle £11.00 £16.50 (£14.50) £12.50 £18.50 (£16.50)

Stalls £11.00 £16.50 (£14.50) £12.50 £18.50 (£16.50)

Rear Stalls £11.00 £14.50 (£12.50) £12.50 £16.50 (£14.50)

Upper Circle £11.00 £14.50 (£12.50) £12.50 £16.50 (£14.50)

Side Upper Circle £11.00 £12.50 (£10.50) £12.50 £14.50 (£12.50)

Friends of the Grand: £4 off Tuesday evening, Dress Circle only

Groups 12+: £12.50 Tuesday to Thursday 7.30pm and Saturday 5.30pm top price only

Groups 25+: £7 tickets,Tuesday to Thursday 7.30pm and Saturday 5.30pm top price only

www.girlsnight.info

PRESENTED BY MILTON KEYNES THEATRE PRODUCTIONS AND GOODNIGHTS ENTERTAINMENT LIMITED 
BY ARRANGEMENT WITH THE GRAND THEATRE, NATIONAL THEATRE OF VARIETY

THESE PERFORMANCES ARE
GENEROUSLY SPONSORED BY

A musical comedy by Louise Roche (2003)

Starring Shobna Gulati (Coronation Street, Dinnerladies) and Shana Swash (Demi Miller in EastEnders)

Photograph from the 2006 national tour

Includes 
the Anthems:

I’m Every Woman,
I Am What I Am, 

It’s Raining Men, 
Dancing Queen and

many more!

Monday 12 to Saturday 17 March
Monday at 8.00pm
Tuesday to Thursday at 7.30pm
Friday and Saturday at 5.30pm & 8.30pm
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Sunday 25 March at 7.30pm

A SPECIAL LADY
A Tribute to Beryl Whittaker

Beryl Whittaker did so much for so many over so

many years. She opened the Whittaker Dance and

Drama Centre in 1952, having previously performed

at the London Palladium, Blackpool Opera House,

Manchester Opera House and Blackpool Tower

Circus. She appeared in the Royal Variety

Performance 1948, as a dancer-juggler, with Danny

Kaye and Julie Andrews.

Whittaker’s has been a long-standing training

ground for young performers. During the 1970s

Beryl and her husband Jack Ganley were stalwart

campaigners and fundraisers for the revival and re-

opening of the Grand Theatre. The Centre went on

to stage many revues and young people's Variety

productions at the Grand. It is our turn, along with

many of Beryl's admirers, to raise funds for the

benefit of future building extensions at her Centre.

Tonight's performance will be packed with

wholesome entertainment for all the family.

'To me Whittaker's is more than a Centre where you can

attend classes; it's also a community and family centre. I

have made many good friends through the Centre and

over the years fundraisers have arranged various social

events, including hot-pot suppers and children's parties.

The Centre also presents a show at the Grand Theatre

bi-annually. Everyone has the opportunity to get

involved either as a performer or a helper.' Jane Foster

Dress Circle £14.00 (£9.00)

Front Stalls £14.00 (£9.00)

Stalls £12.00 (£8.00)

Rear Stalls £11.00 (£7.00)

Upper Circle £10.00 (£6.00)

Side Upper Circle £8.00 (£5.00)

PRESENTED BY WHITTAKER DANCE AND DRAMA CENTRE AND THE GRAND
THEATRE, NATIONAL THEATRE OF VARIETY

Wednesday 21 March at 2.30pm

BLACKPOOL 
GOES ‘ALL TALKIE’
CINEMA AND SOCIETY

AT THE SEASIDE

An Illustrated Talk by Sue Arthur MA

In 1929 The Times printed the

opinion that ‘the talkie [was] an

unsuitable marriage of two dramatic

forms. We cannot believe it will

endure.’ The public and the cinema

exhibitors had different ideas. By the

end of that year, 980 British cinemas,

22% of the total number, had

converted to sound.

At the end of 1930 63% of British

cinemas had installed sound

equipment – more than 2,500

cinemas, but Blackpool was ahead of

the rest – converting 100% of its

cinemas by July 1930.

As the premiere entertainment resort

in the country, Blackpool was at the

forefront of every innovation in

entertainment. The phenomenon of

the talkie swept the resort, threatening

live entertainment as theatres were

given over to film.

To add to the excitement of ‘all

singing, all dancing’ American

musicals being shown in the resort,

the first British musical was filmed in

Blackpool in 1930. Starring and

directed by stage comedian Lupino

Lane, No Lady would pave the way for

Blackpool’s star turn as the location

for Gracie Fields’ 1934 film Sing As

We Go.

This talk will appeal to all those

interested in Blackpool’s rich

entertainment heritage, to cinema

enthusiasts and to those who

remember a pre-war Blackpool packed

with holiday makers in search of

amusement.

Sue Arthur is a postgraduate research

student at the University of Central

Lancashire, studying the entertainment

history of Blackpool in the 1930s. Sue is

also the Company Secretary of Blackpool

Grand Theatre.

All seats £2

Matcham’s Bar open

afterwards, for more

discussion and tea and biscuits!

Wednesday 21 March at 11.30am
Wednesday 23 May at 2.30pm

THE WORLD BEHINDTHE WORLD BEHIND
THE SCENESTHE SCENES

A Guided Tour, 1894 to 2007A Guided Tour, 1894 to 2007

There is no theatre quite like the 'Blackpool

Grand Theatre & Opera House'. The

published descriptions in 1894 said so, and

contemporary theatregoers agree. This is

architect Frank Matcham's masterpiece

theatre, with a long and lively history.

A backstage and front of house tour is
yours for the taking. See the renovated,
ornate auditorium and learn about our
new 'ergonomic' period seating, carpeting
and other historical accuracy. Learn about
the Grand's architecture, theatregoing,
class differentials and social conduct, and
the evolution of house styles from
playhouse-to-variety theatre. Savour the
wonders of the hidden, functional world
behind the curtain. Stand on the raked
stage and observe the cantilevered tiers of
circles, boxes and pit - and the complete
visibility of every seat in this atmospheric
house, from the other side of the gilt
'picture frame'. Test the acoustic
perfections and learn about the sound
positions. See the stage from the wings,
fly floor and bridge, and the elaborate
machinery for changing scenes. Inspect

the under-stage and the 'traps' where
actors could be raised or shot up through
the stage. See the dazzling, flexible
lighting equipment in this, one of the first
theatres to embrace safer technological
marvels, where dangerous gas
illumination was replaced by electricity.   

An enthralling look at every aspect of a
complex theatre at work, during 113
years!

Tickets: £6.00 (£4.00)
Souvenir photograph available, taken of you
in the Royal Box.
Ideal for school parties. Qualified, theatrical
tour guide!

Groups 25+ £3.00 at a mutually agreed time.
Telephone Group Bookings on 01253 743232

WORLD POETRY DAY

To celebrate World Poetry Day, the

Grand Theatre with the support of the

Friends launched a new poetry

competition for theatrical verse.

Poetry is the best language of the

theatrical experience. We invited

theatregoers and artistes of the theatre

to absorb the atmosphere of

Blackpool’s theatre fabula, writing

about any aspect of the drama: from

seeing shows, the architecture of the

Grand, to the secret and scandalous

world of backstage.The entries will be

read after today's lecture, and the

prizewinner announced.

82421 29/1/07  10:04 am  Page 6



Wednesday 28 March at 7.30pm

Beyond 
The Barricade
Starring David Fawcett, Katie Leeming,

Natalie Hope and Andy Reiss

Now in its eighth record-breaking year, the

UK’s leading musical theatre concert will be

appearing at the Grand Theatre, featuring

songs from the world’s greatest musicals.

This cast of past principal performers from

Les Misérables perform songs from Miss

Saigon, The Lion King, Tell Me on a Sunday,

Phantom of the Opera, We Will Rock You,

Chicago, Blood Brothers and many more,

climaxing with a spectacular finale from, of

course, Les Misérables! 

Don’t miss the Musicals Event of the Year!

All seats: £18.00 (£16.00)

www.beyondthebarricade.com

PRESENTED BY DEREK BLOCK ARTISTES AGENCY LIMITED BY
ARRANGEMENT WITH THE GRAND THEATRE

THIS PERFORMANCE IS GENEROUSLY SPONSORED BY

In a visionary gesture made in 2005, the

trustees of the Lawrence House School

awarded an endowment to the Grand

Theatre. This is to develop theatrical

opportunities for young people from the

Fylde coast. We have been producing a

series of workshops and masterclasses led by

professional theatremakers, of great

educational value. Many of these projects

are contributing to our new role as National

Theatre of Variety. In the best show

business tradition, over one hundred young

artistes and their support teams bring you

an exciting night of popular theatre, a

performance crammed with talent.

All seats: £5.00 (£4.00)

PRESENTED BY THE GRAND THEATRE, NATIONAL THEATRE OF
VARIETY, ASSISTED BY AN ENDOWMENT FROM THE LAWRENCE
HOUSE TRUST

7

We proudly present remarkable young

speciality acts

Bispham High School Arts College

Blackpool and the Fylde College

Performing Arts

Blackpool Circus School

Blackpool Music Academy

Blackpool Sixth Form College

Dramability, Blackpool

Grand Theatre Academy and Graduates

Phil Winston’s Theatreworks, Blackpool

Director: Paul David-Gough

Tuesday 27 March at 7.00pm

NATIONAL THEATRE OF VARIETY
YOUNG AT ART 2007
Our Showcase for Nascent Talent
From Equilibrists to Ventriloquists

From Jugglers to Jesters
From Soubrettes to Sopranos

82421  26/1/07  6:10 pm  Page 7



Each opera:

Dress Circle £30.00 

Front Stalls £27.00 

Centre Stalls £24.00

Rear Stalls £20.50 

Upper Circle £24.00 

Side Upper Circle £20.50 

Gallery £15.50 

Student Stampede: 60 seats at £6 each 

available from 10am on day of performance

www.ellenkent.com

PRESENTED BY ELLEN KENT AND OPERA INTERNATIONAL 
IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE GRAND THEATRE

Thursday 29 March at 7.30pm

Tosca
Giacomo Puccini (1899)

This most popular of operas is presented by The Chisinau

National Opera. With its tender moving arias Recondita Armonia,

Vissi d’Arte and E Lucevan le Stelle, Tosca is a heady mixture of true

love, torture and treachery, with two of the best roles for tenor and

soprano, plus a truly blood curdling villain for the baritone. This

production features a large cast and full orchestra with a children’s

choir within a specially devised cathedral setting in Act One.

‘Brilliantly sung.’ The Times

Sung in Italian with English surtitles.

Friday 30 March at 7.30pm

Aida
Giuseppe Verdi (1871)

Aida, probably the grandest and most popular of all Verdi’s operas,

returns after a successful UK tour with a stunning, traditional

production of this magnificent story of war, jealousy and revenge,

at whose heart is the doomed love of the beautiful Ethiopian slave

girl, Aida and the Egyptian hero, Radames. It features many

wonderful arias including, Ritorna Vincitor, Celeste Aida and the

classic Triumphal March. Its unique mixture of splendid chorus

scenes and intimate, lyrical moments show the Chisinau National

Opera at their best.

‘Visually and vocally gripping from start to finish.’

The Independent 

‘Bursting with colour, grandeur and wealth.’

Edinburgh Evening News

Sung in Italian with English surtitles.

THESE PERFORMANCES ARE
GENEROUSLY SPONSORED BY

8

Thursday 15 November at 7.30pm
Bizet’s CARMEN tells the story of the
bewitching gypsy girl whose tantalising beauty
lures a soldier to desertion and leads to her
own murder, featuring a majestic Andalucian
stallion and the famous Romale Gypsy Dance
Troupe.
‘Hot-blooded, a joy.’ The Independent

Friday 16 November at 7.30pm
Verdi’s NABUCCO is a tale of revenge,
destruction and jealousy, set against the
backdrop of the Hebrews being forced from
their homeland into exile. Includes the
haunting and melodic Chorus of the Hebrew

Slaves, Va,pensiero.

‘Worth going a long way to hear.’

Manchester Evening News

ADVANCE NOTICE: AUTUMN OPERAS:

82421  26/1/07  6:10 pm  Page 8
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Saturday 31 March at 7.30pm

That’ll Be 
The Day
Now established as the number one award-

winning entertainment show.

This is a brand new production with a

unique mixture of 50s, 60s and 70s rock ‘n’

roll and popular hits.

The show includes over

one hundred songs

mixed with great

comedy and never

fails to surprise and

entertain audiences

around the country

again and again!

This non-stop

entertainment is

widely recognised as

a great ‘party time’

night out not to be

missed.

‘The show has the reputation for being

one of an extremely high standard and

quality. We were not to be disappointed. It

is most definitely the fastest, all live, rock

'n' roll show ever to hit any stage and if

you want to see a show with a huge feel

good factor, then this is the one for you.’

BBC

All seats: £17.00 (£15.00)

www.thatllbetheday.co.uk

PRESENTED BY DEREK BLOCK ARTISTES AGENCY LIMITED BY

ARRANGEMENT WITH THE GRAND THEATRE, NATIONAL

THEATRE OF VARIETY

for information on BSL Sign Interpreted and

Audio Described performances, please contact

Robbie on 01253 290111. For further

information on access, please visit

blackpoolgrand.co.uk.

All seats £11.50 (including buffet)
Seating is unreserved, theatre-style with
elevated stage.

This show might offend young people.
Licensed bar available.

For buffet menu email
access@blackpoolgrand.co.uk.

www.beautifulbsl.co.uk

PRESENTED BY THE GRAND THEATRE,
NATIONAL THEATRE OF VARIETY

Friday 30 March at 8.00pm

John Smith in

Beautiful BSL
John Smith is a profoundly Deaf British

Sign Language (BSL) user. Following his

hugely successful first stand-up appearances

in 2005, John has moved on to bigger

audiences. He entertains in Deaf clubs and

theatres throughout the country. Through

his experiences of growing up Deaf in a

hearing world, John now brings his

observations to life, engaging his audience

in laughter and reflection. He covers topics

such as current Deaf issues, Deaf politics

and school life. John offers an amusing and

fascinating insight into being Deaf and the

world of BSL.

The Grand Theatre is committed to an exciting

access programme. Robbie Pendlebury has been

appointed Access Officer to promote better access

and facilities for all patrons with disabilities.

If you have any comments or suggestions on

how we may be able to improve our service, or

82421  26/1/07  6:10 pm  Page 9
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Make Way for Noddy and Friends is an exciting all new theatre

show produced by Children’s Showtime Productions.

Noddy is planning a tea party for his Toyland friends. Nod

along with Noddy, clap your hands and join in all the fun as Big

Ears and Tessie Bear help Noddy make delicious Googleberry

muffins.

Noddy’s friends Martha Monkey, Mr Sparks, Dinah Doll and

Bumpy Dog can hardly wait for the party to begin!

Watch out for those naughty goblins, Sly and Gobbo, who try

to spoil the party, and help Mr Plod solve a puzzling mystery.

Will Noddy save the day, as the magic unfolds by the light of

the Googleberry moon?

Make Way for Noddy and Friends is ideally suited for two to six

year olds and is full of fun, humour and audience participation

for all the family.

Adults £10.50

Children £9.50

Family of 4 £38.00

Groups 10+ £7.50

PRESENTED BY CHILDREN’S SHOWTIME PRODUCTIONS IN ASSOCIATION WITH CHORION,
BY ARRANGEMENT WITH THE GRAND THEATRE

Monday 2 April at 7.30pm

The Best QUEEN 
show ever!
Performed by MERCURY
From their inception, Mercury’s desire was to play large theatres

and capture the energy and sheer power that Queen themselves

generated in live performance.

Queen recordings are always superbly crafted pieces of work, with

multi-tracked harmonies and guitar work. Without resorting to

backing tapes, Mercury perform these songs live, creating an

astounding sound for a five piece band.

Mercury were catapulted into the limelight winning ‘Best show in

Spain Award 1999’, returning to Mallorca for two further seasons,

gaining hundreds of loyal fans who now follow them across the

UK. Their performances have been televised live from as far a

field as Holland and Hungary. A New Year’s Eve concert in

Dubai was broadcast live by MTV Asia to millions of homes.

Mercury’s most memorable moment was being invited to perform

a live gig for Roger Taylor of Queen, and his friends.

Today, Mercury are enjoying success worldwide, achieving their

ambition to provide the kind of show Queen themselves would

have been proud to deliver. The Legend Lives on…

Dress Circle £15.00 (£13.00)

Stalls £15.00 (£13.00)

Upper Circle £13.00 (£11.00)

www.artistsuk.com

PRESENTED BY ENTERTAINMENT TRADE MANAGEMENT LIMITED 
BY ARRANGEMENT WITH THE GRAND THEATRE

Sunday 1 April at 2.00pm and 4.30pm

82421  26/1/07  6:10 pm  Page 10



Wednesday 4 April at 7.30pm

Starring

Jeffrey Daniel (Shalamar)

Jaki Graham

Voices With Soul (X-Factor)

Audley Anderson

Ridin’ On A Soul Train will take you

through the stars of the show’s hits, as

well as the best songs from Stevie

Wonder, Marvin Gaye, and many

more…

This outstanding cast is supported by

a seven-piece band who will have you

dancing in the aisles...

Have you got your tickets?

Dress Circle £18.50 (£16.50)

Stalls £18.50 (£16.50)

Upper Circle £16.50 (£14.50)

Gallery £16.50 (£14.50)

PRESENTED BY MIKE FISHER ASSOCIATES AND MIKE

HOLOWAY BY ARRANGEMENT WITH THE GRAND

THEATRE, NATIONAL THEATRE OF VARIETY

THIS PERFORMANCE IS GENEROUSLY SPONSORED BY

Tuesday 3 April at 7.30pm

Starring Martyn Lucas and Daniel Dean

With beautiful dancing girls, spectacular costumes, big

band swing and powerful musical numbers, this show has

been wowing audiences across the whole country with its

dazzling lights and special effects. If you like it big, glitzy

and glamorous then this show is for you!

This is your opportunity to see two sensational

performers in action. Starring the outstanding

singer/songwriter Martyn Lucas with his grand piano,

One Night in Vegas includes songs from Phantom of the

Opera, Copacabana and Dream Girls with classic songs

from Frank Sinatra, Sir Elton John and Michael

Crawford.

Add to this cocktail of kitsch, master illusionist Daniel

Dean, who will perform breathtaking illusions which

show why he is the British Champion of Illusion.

All this and more, assisted by the fabulous showgirls to

give you the ultimate Vegas Show.

All seats: £16.50 (£14.50)

www.onenightinvegas.co.uk

PRESENTED BY MARTYN LUCAS FOR ONE NIGHT IN VEGAS BY ARRANGEMENT
WITH THE GRAND THEATRE, NATIONAL THEATRE OF VARIETY
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Friday 6 to Sunday 8 April at 7.30pm

Joe Longthorne 
in Concert
Joe’s repertoire of voices is endless and includes hundreds of the

world’s top singers, however, he is perhaps best known for his

impersonation of Shirley Bassey who has commented, ‘Joe can

do me better than I can do myself ’.

During his career, Joe has received gold and platinum discs for

his albums, enjoyed sell-out concerts at the Royal Albert Hall,

as well as touring Australia several times.

We are pleased that Joe is honouring the Grand Theatre with

Easter concerts in 2007.

‘SPELLBINDING: an incredible atmosphere… 

one of the world’s finest entertainers.’

The Gazette

‘With Joe Longthorne leading the way, Blackpool will

continue to be Britain’s capital of entertainment.’

Arena International

Dress Circle £27.50

Stalls £27.50

Rear Stalls £22.50

Upper Circle £22.50

Gallery £15.00

www.joelongthorne.com

PRESENTED BY TONY JO FOR HRH ENTERTAINMENTS IN ASSOCIATION WITH TOUR

MANAGEMENT BY ARRANGEMENT WITH THE GRAND THEATRE, NATIONAL THEATRE OF

VARIETY

Monday 9 April at 7.30pm

Abba The Show
Starring Smackee

Formed from England’s premier TV and Recording Showgroup,

Barry Walker’s SMACKEE, this scintillating production

represents all that is best from one of the world’s most popular hit

recording groups.

All those hits and much more are included in this truly dynamic

and nostalgic show, taking you back to when flares where all the

rage and glitter was great!

With Dawn as Agnetha and Margaret as Frida, their good looks,

great figures and fantastic voices have to be one of the best

attractions in show-biz today!

The band would like to say “Thank you for the music” and leave

you feeling you want to be a “Dancing Queen” all over again.

A truly amazing experience – ABBA The Show

Dress Circle £15.00 (£13.00)

Stalls £15.00 (£13.00)

Upper Circle £13.00 (£11.00)

Gallery £12.00 (£10.00)

www.smackee.com

www.artistsuk.com

PRESENTED BY ENTERTAINMENT TRADE MANAGEMENT LIMITED BY ARRANGEMENT WITH

THE GRAND THEATRE
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will once again demonstrate why he is one

of the country’s most revered live

performers; a master of magic, mind control

and psychological illusion.

If you’ve seen Derren Brown live before,

you’ll know how mind-blowing his stage

shows are. If you only know him from his

Channel 4 shows, you are in for a real treat.

Apart from being the best thing to happen

on television in years, his pioneering blend

of psychology, illusion and showmanship

makes for a stunning theatrical evening in

the hands of a master performer.

There’s nothing like it anywhere else in the

world: don’t miss Derren Brown Live 2007!

The performance is not suitable 

for children under 12.

‘The king of illusionists...mind-blowingly

brilliant.’ Daily Mail

‘I just want to burn him at the stake and

watch his witch’s heart babble.’

Stephen Fry

‘This guy’s powers could seriously freak

you out .’ Daily Star

‘Clearly the greatest dinner party guest in

history… or the scariest man in Britain’.

The Guardian

Dress Circle £19.50

Stalls £19.50

Upper Circle £17.50

Gallery £13.50

PRESENTED BY OBJECTIVE PRODUCTIONS LIMITED BY

ARRANGEMENT WITH THE GRAND THEATRE, NATIONAL

THEATRE OF VARIETY

Sunday 22 April at 7.30pm

Direct from Moscow, this sensational company of fifty dancers,

musicians and singers is Russia’s premiere Cossack Dance Troupe.

The Russian Cossacks are a world-class company presenting a

dynamic production packed with energy, passion and excitement

performed to a live orchestra. The dancers will amaze you with their

skilful dexterity and incredible acrobatic feats in this breathtaking

dance spectacular! Early booking recommended.

‘Forget Riverdance - this is folk art at its finest.’ The Times

‘The Russian Cossacks Show can best be summed up in one word;
exhilarating!’ The Daily Telegraph

Dress Circle £19.50 (£18.00)

Stalls £19.50 (£18.00)

Rear Stalls £18.00 (£16.50)

Upper Circle £18.00 (£16.50)

Side Upper Circle £16.50 (£15.00)

Gallery £16.50 (£15.00)

PRESENTED BY ARENA ENTERTAINMENT CONSULTANTS 

BY ARRANGEMENT WITH THE GRAND THEATRE

Wednesday 18 to Sunday 22 April
Wednesday to Sunday at 8.00pm
Saturday matinee at 3.00pm

Bram Stoker’s

Dracula
Gothic Romance: the Vampire Thriller-

Classic (1897) 

A chillingly beautiful dramatisation by

John Godber and Jane Thornton (1996) 

Directed by Paul David-Gough

Starring The Grand Theatre Academy

The classic vampire story is one of the

Grand Theatre Academy's three main

productions in the Lawrence House Studio,

for 2007. Performed by the adult members

of our youth theatre (aged 19 to 25), the

famous horror tale revolves around a

struggle between good and evil, tradition

and modernity, and lust versus chastity.

Tonight, you will meet not only the Count

himself, but heroes Jonathan Harker and

Abraham Van Helsing, plus an array of

madmen, psychiatrists, and fair maidens

who cross paths with the fanged menace! 

See this chillingly beautiful play; see the icy,

stark and vivid images conjured by Bram

Stoker's tale of the unresting vampire who

must feed on the blood of others to survive!

Share the terryfying tale of Jonathan

Harker's trip to Transylvania and his ordeal

as a guest of Count Dracula! Return to

Britain to find Dr Van Helsing battling to

save his wife's dearest friend, the ravishing

Lucy, from the Count's overwhelming

powers! Who is true object of Dracula's

desire? Will evil be vanquished forever? 
All Seats: £6

PRESENTED BY THE GRAND THEATRE ACADEMY

Sunday 29 April at 7.30pm

Derren Brown
Live 2007
Derren Brown, winner of the Best

Entertainment at the Olivier Awards 2006,
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Winner of the 1980 Tony Award for “Best

New Musical” and the 2001 Tony Award

for “Best Revival of a Musical”: 42nd Street

- the timeless, inspiring tale of small town

Peggy Sawyer's rise from chorine to

Broadway star. And those songs! Lullaby of

Broadway, We're in the Money, Shuffle Off To

Buffalo, Keep Young and Beautiful, I Only

Have Eyes For You, and the spectacular title

number 42nd Street danced down a flight of

steps that lights up as brightly as the faces

of the cast. Blackpool will find out what it's

like to float up to Musical Comedy Heaven.

Starring Paul Nicholas as Julian Marsh, and

directed by the show’s author and Broadway

director Mark Bramble. The show features

the stunning sets and costumes from the US

production.

‘An absolute knockout! 42nd Street is back, and

all is right with the world!’ New York

Magazine

‘The unexpected triumph of the season! This

new 42nd Street flies like a magic bird from

the overture on. It's a whiz of a show that

could send the Venus de Milo out tapping her

toes and even snapping her fingers. Pure

exhilaration.’

New York Post

‘Sensational! This 42nd Street is loaded with

talent. And you know it as soon as the curtain

rises’ Daily News

‘From the moment the curtain goes up,

audiences will be delighted by the old-

fashioned, lavish showmanship that shines

from every last sequin of this glittering pinball

machine of a musical.’ Variety

‘Lavish settings and costumes, a terrific score,

and musical production numbers staged with

flair, precision and exuberant. There are few

sights and sounds to gladden a musical theater

lover’s heart quite as much.’

The Hollywood Reporter

Thursday 12 to Saturday 21 April
Thursday 12 at 8.00pm
Monday to Saturday at 7.30pm
Wednesday and Saturday matinees at 2.30pm

42nd Street
Book by Michael Stewart and Mark Bramble (1980)

Music by Harry Warren

Lyrics by Al Dubin

starring Paul Nicholas
with full supporting cast

Direct from Broadway…                                       

14
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Mon – Thurs Eves Fri & Sat Eves Wed & Sat Mats
Dress Circle £27.50 (£25.50) £29.50 (£27.50) £24.50 (£22.50)

Stalls £27.50 (£25.50) £29.50 (£27.50) £24.50 (£22.50)

Rear Stalls £24.50 (£22.50) £26.50 (£24.50) £21.50 (£19.50)

Upper Circle £22.50 (£20.50) £24.50 (£22.50) £19.50 (£17.50)

Side Upper Circle £17.50 (£15.50) £19.50 (£17.50) £14.50 (£12.50)

Gallery £10.50 (£8.50) £12.50 (£10.50) £10.50 (£8.50)

Friends of the Grand: Opening Night £5 off Dress Circle and Stalls only
Groups 20+: £4 off top two ticket prices (excluding matinee performances)
Groups 50+: £5 off top two ticket prices (excluding matinee performances)

The performance on Saturday 21 April at 2.30pm will be Audio Described 
by Pat Hayes, Irene Ryan and Kath Wilsdon

www.ukproductions.co.uk

PRESENTED BY PETER FROSDICK AND MARTIN DODD FOR UK PRODUCTIONS LIMITED 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE GRAND THEATRE

    Come and meet those dancing feet!

THESE PERFORMANCES ARE

GENEROUSLY SPONSORED BY 

Paul
Nicholas
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